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villages have rapidly increased in size. The small port of
Ust Yenesseisk, for example, has now a population of 2000,
engaged mainly in work at the new fish-cannery. But it must
be emphasized once again that without the development of
'Arctic agriculture9 to supply the people with fresh milk and
vegetables, and the opening of the Arctic Sea route as the
link between these remote areas and the outside world, this
great expansion could not have occurred.
The Yakut A.S.S.R.  and the Basin of the Lena
This region embraces the Lena basin and the basins of the
Yana, -Indigirka, and Kolyma rivers. It is divided into the
following natural regions: (i) the basin of the middle and
upper Lena; (2) the mountains, plateaux, and valleys of the
south; (3) the Yana,-Indigirka, and Kolyma valleys; (4) the
valley of the lower Lena.
The region as a whole consists of the eastern portion of the
Central Siberian Plateau, bounded by a lowland along the
Arctic coast, mountains, plateaux, and valleys in the south,
and a series of mountain chains along the eastern border*
stretching from north to south, over a distance of more than
2000 miles. The distance across the region from east to west
is almost 1500 miles.
The plateau is drained by the Lena, which descends from
the mountain ranges near the western shore of Lake Baikal
into a broad, open valley. The total length of the Lena navi-
gation is about 2500 miles, while the tributaries possess about
600 miles of navigable waterways.
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
The Basin of the Upper and Middle Lena
Rising in the mountains close to the western shore of Lake
* Baikal the Lena flows across the plateau in a narrow valley
cut deeply into the Cambrian and Silurian rocks.    Small
boats of shallow draught can proceed upstream as far as
Verkholensk, but Kachug is generally regarded as the limit